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Terms: laws; legal systems, law; legal sanctions.

It is tempting to think of authority and law as necessary only because of human selfishness, inconstancy,
weakness or intransigence. The truth, however, is that the...lwould be necessary to co-ordinate the
behaviour of members of the community for the sake of the common good even in a society of angels. Of
course, in such a society...2-the threat of punishment for law-breaking- would be unnecessary; but
...3themselves would still be needed. Given that no earthy society is a society of angels, legal sanctions-
quite reasonably-universal features of...4.
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