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Abstract

Arabic language, like few other languages in the world, has
the system of gender division. The research indicates that if the
system of gender division leads to the accuracy of expression
since it distinguishes the masculine from feminine by
morphological and syntactical signs; then, it raises a question in
masculine—feminine—neuter. This issue leads some scholars to
consider the notion that human logic does not hold and regulate
the phenomenon of feminine and masculine. In fact, it is the usage
and conventions and nothing else behind the feminine —masculine
language system.

This study explores justifications for feminization and
masculinization in Arabic based on many conflicting
interpretations and contradiction of different researches. It is
based on the general theory that the idea of masculinity and
femininity in Arabic is basically based on people’s perception of
man and woman. Therefore, the different justifications for the
system change in masculinity and femininity, historically, depends
on the change of people’s perceptions and images.

In the first section, it is expected that the mythological
conceptions of variety of nouns such as heaven and earth, planets
and stars, trees and plants, water and fire, war and wine are just a
method of gender interpretation. Therefore, masculinization of
nouns goes back to its sacred masculine image as God or Lord;
similarly, feminization of nouns should also refer back to its
Image as Goddess or Housewife.

In the second section, the study discusses feminization as
all- inclusive system, exemplified with the names that revert to the
ancient pattern of feminization, characterized by cautiousness and
comprehensiveness since people, in old days, have the perception
of cosmic womb — Great-Mother.
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