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Abstract:

This study aims at highlighting the story composition of Jabra Ibrahim
Jabra in his only short story collection “Araq and Beginnings from letter Z”
which was not given its share of attention compared to his novels.
Accordingly, this study will address selected stories in the collection; each
has a different approach; yet together, they shed the light on some of Jabra’s
techniques and the basic themes in each selected story. The study will use
content analysis of the selected stories, and will highlight the most important
artistic composition of each selected story or theme. In the story “Singers in
Shadows”, Jabra highlights the village as a representation of innocence. In
the “Gramophone”, Jabra pictures the City as a representation of death and
fall. In “Araq”, Jabra skillfully uses the contrast and paradox. In the story
“The man who loved music”, Jabra uses reality and imagination skillfully,
and integrates music as part of the text, in an attempt to unite with the
universe. In the story “Beginnings from Letter Z”, Jabra gives an optimistic
view of life where Ending leads to a new Beginning, to a new end and to
another new beginning.

Key words: Short story/ Objective construction/ Storytelling/ irony/
imagination/ Reality.
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