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Abstract:

This study seeks to clarify the
aspects of inspiring the Biblical stories
specifically the Old Testament by
Renaissance’s arts, this era has
witnessed a great turnout on this kind
of subject, which can be seen,
according to its religious source, as one
of the most important oriental themes,
This era did not witness a direct contact
with Orient so, The European artists
resorted to the religious text which
would be an artistic substitute for the
Romanticists in 19" century to discover
Orient ‘s customs, history, symbols and
all its details.

To discuss this idea, we choose Judith
Slaying Holofernes ;the painting that
shows the scene of Judith beheading
Holofernes. This subject takes an
episode from the apocryphal Book of
Judith in the Old Testament, .1t is the
subject of many paintings and
sculptures from the Renaissance and
Baroque. Caravaggio's Judith
Beheading Holofernes is believed to be
the main source of this work.

The main issues of this paper are: why
has this subject been depicted by a
number of artists? How is the male
(Caravaggio) approach different from
the female (Gentileschi) one?

Key words: Caravaggio/ Gentileschi/
Holofernes /Old Testament/
Renaissance.
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