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Abstract

Orientalists’ mterest n old Arabic
literature, particularly poetry as
being the Arabs’ prime source of
creativity, inspiration and
knowledge, has usually won
aesthetic and artistic legitimacy,
paying thus little attention to
modern and contemporary Arab
literature.  However, the great
French Orientalist and sociologist
Jacques Berquee made the
exception by interesting himself in
both old and contemporary Arabic
literature, prose and poetry alike,
producing many papers, lectures
and even books addressing
contemporary Arabic literature. He
studied the literature of Taha
Hussain and Al3akkad as well as
that of Badr Shakir Essiab and
other Arab contemporary poets
and playwrights in a significant
contribution of his to the study of
contemporary Arabic literature.

Key Words: Jacques Berque-
Criticism-  Contemporary  Arabic
literature- Social method.
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