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Perhaps the "imagined orient” as a frame of
reference for the cultural identity of society
found a negative representing mediator in
oriental literatures, which strived to transfer the
orient to the domain of western knowledge
through imaginary conceptions moved by a
romantic oriental imagination which pictured the
orient as “an attractive utopia worth of
adventure.” As colonial relations, by nature,
tend towards an escape from sexual feelings, the
“imagined orient” depicts the orient Harem as “a
lost masculine paradise”. Hence, the situation of
the harem may be seen within the philosophy of

colonial context which is considered the
strongest ~ materialization ~ of  masculine
philosophy.

Here the Arabic feminist writing becomes part
of a war which tries to determine who is going
to imagine the other. Thus, Fatima Mernissi
adhered to a project of historical revision-within
the context of post-colonial feminism- which
shows clearly a resistance to western structures
and discourses on Arab women, according to an
inverse harem situation, contrary to its stability
in oriental discourse.
The present paper is an attempt to examine the
Arabic feminism represented in the works
of“Fatima El-Merssini” who dealt with the
oriental discourse about the Arab woman, in her
writings. So what are the devices she adopted to
criticize the imagined orient and to deconstruct
its discourses.

Keywords: Orientalism, the imagined orient,

representation, harem, the West, feminism.
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