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abstract

This article discusses how Nawal
Al-Saadawi’s literary narrative has been
enriched and enhanced by her medical
background and how she managed to
surpass what’s medical and
physiological as a creative writer. It was
the medical and scientific training she
received that refreshed her
understanding of femininity, refuting
any patriarchal myth that saw in woman
a lesser form of man. Having learned
that gender identities are but cultural
constructions within the patriarchal
symbolic system, she realized that
masculinity- despite its seemingly
superiority over femininity- is but
another chesspiece in the game of
patriarchy. Al-Saadawi invites her reader
therefrom to see through the culturally
constructed hierarchy and find man and
woman “identical twins” of humanity.
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