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((peaceful coexistence in Baghdad during the British occupation 1917_1920))
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Abstract

British forces entered Baghdad on March 11, 1917, and declared that they were liberators, not
conquerors, and the Iragis pinned hopes on their claim. However, those hopes were dashed
after the British tightened their grip on Irag and colonized it.

The British deluded the Jews and the Iragi Christians that the Muslims sought to establish
an Islamic Muhammadiyah state that would work to expel them and expel them from Irag, so
they created a social rift between the basic components of Baghdad. Not only that, but that the
British worked to tear apart the Iragi social fabric in general and al-Baghdadi in particular,
when they declared that they were determined. On holding a referendum for the Iragi people
on the quality of government and their desire to govern Irag
Hoping that the people would vote for direct British rule, and to achieve that, they worked to
divide society into ethnicities, sects, and sects, so they asked the Sunnis to nominate twenty-
five delegates, twenty-five Shi’ites, fifteen of the Jews, and ten Christians.

The surprise that astonished the colonialists was that the Shiites and Sunnis presented their
delegates as aresult of their referendum under one name (We are the sons of Islam from
Sunnis and Shiites) and the Muslims determined their position on the occupation and the
regime, while the Jews and Christians were affected by the colonia propaganda and
supported them.

Here came the role of the national movement in its quest for reunification and unification of
the ranks of the Baghdadi society, as they noticed that the Christians did not go out annually
to the streets celebrating their feast (Feast of the Flesh) as well as the Jews. The Muslims
reassured them and went out celebrating to the streets, and the Muslims scattered roses,
cheered and welcomed them.

Thisis how the national cohesion in Al-Baghdadi society returned, which positively
affected the unification of Iragi society. Thisisin addition to what the Shiite and Sunni
Muslims did
By holding ajoint religious celebration between them (the birth - condolence) and its
conclusion is that the Sunnis begin with the birth of the Prophet and prai se the Messenger
Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him peace, in the manner of the Sunnis, then begin
to read condolences to the master of the youth of the people of Paradise, Hussein bin Ali,
peace be upon him, in the manner of the Shiites and interspersed with many friendly
conversations That was what shocked the colonialists in a situation similar to which Irag had
not previously withessed, as described by them.
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Those many common points that have brought together the Baghdadi throughout the ages
are what united their ranks, in addition to the Baghdadi societal awareness of the necessities
of national unity.

Keywords. peaceful coexistence;Baghdad;British occupation; National unity; The Iragian
people
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