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The principle of common but differentiated responsibility in
international environmental law
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Abstract:

The phrase "the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities”
originated in the early 70s of the last century, when the Conference on the
Human Environment held in Stockholm in 1972 declared that environmental
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protection is a "common responsibility of all mankind; The conference
pointed out that environmental problems in developing countries are
"largely due to insufficient development”, and this is the initial form of the
concept of "common but differentiated responsibilities”.

In 1992, Article 4 of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change formally stated this principle. This principle called on
developed countries to take the lead in reducing emissions first and to
provide financial and technical support to developing countries. While
developing countries need to achieve economic and social development and
eradicate poverty, and see this as their primary concern, and take action to
mitigate or adapt to climate change if given technical support and financial.

Keywords: common  responsibility, differentiated  responsibility,
international law, protection of environment, international conventions.
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