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Abstract:

Private military and security companies have become integral part of contemporary
armed conflicts; especially in weak states. These companies fight alongside the regularly
army, that’s the case in the Republic of Mali, which did not find a way out to overcome its
security crisis, other than concluding a deal with these entities whose legal state is still
unknown in the international law. The current state of the regulation in the matter of PMSCs
is linked to the type of the services they provide; especially actions relating to direct
involvement in offensive combat. Determining the legal status of these companies, when
acting as a part in a conflict, is pretty important. However, their legal status varies according
to the contractor and to the type of the armed conflict, that’s why the rules of international
law have been determined and applied in order to show the legality of the contracts
concluded, as well as the classification of the company’s employees; besides, their status
varies from fighters to mercenaries to civilians, according to the tasks they carry out, to the
type of the armed conflict and the contractor.
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